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Response to Amendment 

In the submission filed on 10/26/05, claims 1-3, 5-8, 17-19, and 23-24 have been 
currently amended and claims 9-16 and 20-22 remain as originally filed. Therefore, only claims 
1-24 as currently amended remain under consideration. 

Applicants' current amendments to the specification and claims along with the 
accompanying remarks on pages 9-1 1 of 1 1 have been found persuasive, especially in view of 
the following Examiner's Amendment. Therefore, all previous objections and rejections are now 
withdrawn. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment, including the final re-numbering of claim 
2 as 3 and claim 3 as 2, was given in a telephone interview on 12/5/05 with John E. Pillion (at his 
previous request). 

IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

At page 6 lines 16-17, change "variation permeability" to -variation in permeability-. 
At page 6 line 27, change "are porous to gas opposing walls" to -are porous to ga s, while 
opposing walls-. 
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At page 7 line 16, change "have" to -[[have]] has-. 
At page 8 line 22, change "that is removal" to -so that [[is]] removal-. 
At page 8 line 24, change "and a permeability" to -and preferablv have a permeability-. 
At page 9 line 12, change "powder three treatments" to -powder after three treatments-. 
At page 9 line 21, change "for yield" to -[[for]] to yield-. 
At page 9 line 27, change "wire EDM" to - cut via wire EDM—, 
At page 9 line 28 and also at page 10 line 4, change "clean" to -cleaning— at both 
occurrences. 

At page 10 line 11, change "found to" to -found to be-. 
At page 10 lines 15 and 30, change "to" to -[[to]] and- at both occurrences. 
At page 10 line 25, change "disc, having" to -disc[[.]] having—. 
At page 10 lines 30 and 31, change "most preferably" to — and most preferably- at both 
occurrences. 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

In claim 1 lines 1, 2, 3 (both occurrences), and 5 as well as at all other occurrences 
throughout the claims (at line 1 in each of claims 2-8, 17-18, 20, and 24, and also at claim 9 line 
5, claim 19 lines 1-2, claim 22 line 2, and claim 23 line 3), change "porous media" to -porous 
filter media—. 

In claim 1 line 2, change "media stress reUeved" to -media having been stress relieved—. 
In claim 1 line 5, claim 3 line 2, and claim 18 line 3, change "permeability factor" to — 
permeabiUty factor 
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In claim 1 line 6, change "to" to -and-. 

In claim 4 line 1, change the dependency from "claim 2" to -claim [[2]] 3-. 
In claim 5 line 2, change "40" to -40%-. 

In claim 9 line 1, change "porous metal frame" to —porous metal filter frame—. 
In claims 10-24 at each occurrence (in line 1 of each claim), change "frame" to - porous 
metal filter frame—. 

In claim 18 lines 2-3, change "said two opposing sections" to — and said two opposing 
sections—. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-24 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the copy of ISO 
4022 on fluid permeability provided by Applicants is relied upon to support the definition and 
corresponding units for the permeability of the porous filter media (recited by instant claim 1) in 
the porous metal filter frame for supporting a pellicle and a reticle positioned in parallel 
relationship to each other (recited by instant claim 9, which depends on claim 1), and in which 
the porous metal filter frame is bonded in an optical apparatus to a transparent pellicle and a 
reticle optical mask in parallel relationship to each other (recited by instant claim 14, which 
depends on claim 9). While teaching some aspects of the instant claims, the prior art does not 
specifically teach all the limitations of currently amended instant claim 1. 

In particular, the prior art does not teach a porous filter media, the bulk matrix of which 
comprises a material having a low coefficient of thermal expansion; said porous filter media 
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having been stress relieved to make the porous filter media stable for cutting or lapping, said 
porous filter media capable of retaining 99.99% or more of particles of a size of about 0.003 
microns and larger at 0.2 slpm/cm^; and said porous filter media has a permeability of between 
1.0 X 10"*^ m^ and LO x 10'^^ m^ (as recited by currently amended instant claim 1). Therefore, 
instant claim 1 is allowable over the prior art and instant claims 2-24 are also allowable over the 
prior art due to their dependence on instant claim 1 . 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earUer commimications fi-om the 
examiner should be directed to John Ruggles whose telephone number is 571-272-1390. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday and altemate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Huff can be reached on 571-272-1385. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




MARK F. HUFF 
SUPERVISORY PATEWT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1700 



